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MICROCHIPPING
A weapon in fighting cycad poaching

To combat the egalirade in c:.r_ada, ratLire. consgneation offi
cials maks uee of microching 10 provide & fdlproaf svstem of
idesiification. A wansporde; I thé-form of a miGechpe s
insened inan adult oycad. &5 they:aay, 1he Dest Ihings comms
= simall pockages and themicrachip ich s ot misch bl
QT [han a pen nib, i var,raﬂ:num e oamane ts dong o
the plani as the nlcn:.t{'l[p |5’H|c:n'5.ed {Bvery microchip: s =
speciic number that i recorded én'a dala hase. As no power
SOUTCS 5 NoRdod, tha chip ‘Sperata rur‘;mu Curangs ot tha
cyead's liféspan

A spedific typeior scarnotitnst is only in the
nalure carseation EH-:: gﬁkﬁ WP e i
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Thechip cannat be' jound with an-Xgay machime. The chipcan
rolerate extrame temperatures. & weterproof and cannct be
destroved by High radio freguencies. M| the stored data infor.
rmation, sueh as the pant’s diameter, sex and 2xac1 locaion in
the wild 2 te rettevad. This can prave 1hat a cycad was
stdlan fram 8 spetific locaton

Insecis and soil sampies can be colwcled to detemine whene
tne cycad came frome Thes svidencs can.alzo be used in
GO

A pland from-eny one of the provinces i identined by ils
unique numoer wihich also gyves delails of s ocation, The
Global Poshoning System (GPS). a-salellis-based Navicabon
system % weed o detesrnins the position of maprochipped
prane

Thes method m sesa a< vital in gonsarsing the rermaining wild
populatons of cycads. Consenalion authomtes are microchip-
ping eyeads growing n tha wikd 13 stop e thaft of tha plans.

LEGISLATION

Tha Conetitution of South Africa (Act 105 of 1995 stales that:
"24. Evanyone has the righe

2} to 20 envionyment that isnot armful 1o thelr heslth o wel-
being; and
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All the privale owngrs 41 cyeads 1n the Eastorn Capo and in
ot of e atbier prownces mist have perrts. Since haroh
2004, Maminfe paastesion permits were issuec. |t happenad
in the pestihata person made 4 stalemeant that & cyead hed
eer i Hs gandan when he bought thehouse, Thet 3 ey
we=ks of monthsdater the same persoftequested 2 pernil fo
£oil thecycad.

Varlgus provinces-have difierent legislation about 1he protes-
Ton-of oycads. Moumalanga-Provincia! Aol 10 of 1998 13 appiis
cabls for Mpianalanga's Mature Consarvation. Talking fo
Gateng Mature Conservation's Leon Loter shout permits and
iegislatior in' Gaukerg, he'said that there is
existing logislavon, but that thie provinge Wil
ook Into specific lagisiation Tor fim provinco:in
e fubine Other-legisiatisn fhat gues Mature -
Congarvaiion investigaton ignsdicion is Aot
T30 1080 and ACH 107 of 1908

Irtemationally eyesrds are orotecied pnder the
Convention onintecrstional Treda in
Endarigesed. Spacies (CITES) of Wind Fauna
and Flora. South Afnca s a signsiory i
GITES. The aim-of GIiTES s 1o-prevant piant
and aniimna, specizs 10 Dectme alintt 252
result of trade. This means that wikd plants and
animats cannot be traded 2cioss ntamatons]
borderg if there &any chanco thal s itade
will contriliouts 10 thelr extinction, Soulh Aftican
ayeads ara ol listed on Appendo 1 {the high-
ast levaiol prawection] of GITES Decause
marty, Of them are gloge 0 extinction.

AYISIT TO THE EASTERN CAPE

Wa vislied Mr Jaan Piznasr from Eastern Cape
MNeture Consendalion: He told usithat curing 1374 cycads in
e Eastern Cape'were depiared encangersd and in 1565 all
gwoads work doclared ondangoped, Of tho 3% South Alrican
Cwiad soecies 18 are found inthe Easien Cape. Soms
species ara not as rars s ofhieks Bt dus to the fact that not
SvERyOne-Gan easly iderim winc one = which, all of them
have 10 Do £oen as rarg.

Mr Pienaar sajd that itwas decided 0 do somefhing oo
natior=l eval about the cpsad Beusl They sliaried nvosipa.
tiors and dupg ame of the largest operadions im S0 Alica
& Sancton resident was arrested with 340 cvcads in fis pose
spcsion, with 2 valirs ighapproximataly B4 miion. But:
decple Ihe vae of these cycads, Ine man oaly recensd an
REON Fine! This was unacceptabls 35 something ks 1hs can-
not e gesn &t such a-low prignty. This Issue was relermed fof
mEscusson in parigment. The Deparment of Justics bacame
srvalv=l 2s grviranmeniz] erime must be lzken sarioushy,

In1859 the first nationa ovicad Workshion was feld whears aaliy
s znd lagiskation were discussed. Two miors workshops ok
loverdd and i was decided ta introduce a marking systam

Mr Fienaar told SERVAMUE of an incident whers 17 of thi
rarast oyrmd spedas i the Exstem Capa fad Doset siole
The Crgansad Crima-Unit and Nature Congsrabon retnaved
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