with cycads and usually do not feed an any other plant.
Certain insectsonly feed on certain cycads that only 'ooclirin
ceriain geographical areas. South Africa has mire of these
unusual insects than any other area whiere cycads are found.

Should eycads be removed from this area these spacific
insects that stay behind, will die as there are no more (or Iitle)
food for them. If onefor instance takes a eyead from the wild
in the Eastern Cape to a gardsn in Gauteny, some of the
insecis that live on that specific cycad may attack the ather
planis in the garden in an atiginpt to survive (and these plants
might die) altholigh fitis nol part of their normal:diet in their
natural habitat,

In-an article that appeared on 23 October 1994 in the Daily
Dispatch it was said that research sponsored by the Mazda
Wildlite Fund has shown that even the beetle pollinators are
disappeafing, In the same aricle Dr John Donaldsan from
the Mational Botanical Institute responded by saying: “This
means that there may be no sex at all, leaving enly sterile
plants that some biologists have described as the lving
dead.”

PLANTS WITH A "SNOB”~ VALUE

Because cycdds are rare, siow-growing, ancient plants ey
have tramendous status appeal and as sueh command high
prices in the marketplace. Therefore, poachers fike to kidnap
any large cycad from the wild,

Collscting eyeads s like collecting art. Many people are will-
ing to pay thou- re

sands of rands for ﬁ-
some-of therara =
species. Cycads .
have a "snob”
valus due 1o the
fact that they are:
highly valued by
collectors and:farid-
seapers and many
people like the idea
of having a prehis-
iorc plant in‘their
garden. The rarer a
species thae mora
desirable it
becomes to ceriain
collectors.
Unfortunately some
of them will go to.
exiremes in acquir-
ing such plants,
evenif it means
taking them illegal-
ly from nature,
Wealthy homeown:
ers perpeluaie \hy lliegal Tade In endangered cycads. They
must be taught that it is iresponsiblé and ecologically eriminal
to:buy" adull Cycads without 2 permit.
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People sometimes confuse Encephalarios arenarius
with Encephalarios Iatifrons. The stems of
Encephalarios arenarius {on the photo) are only T m
high and anly grow In the coastal areas of Alexandria
in the Eastern Cape

Al this stage people pay from B250 for the seed with one leaf
of the rare cycad spesies Depending on the type of plant.
prices range from R4546"RBO0 per eni. Some plants are 4. m
and higher, dependingon the species.

SOME RARE CYCADS :

in nature there is an imbalancs between female and male
plants {eg 90% male and 10% female). As already said, 2 big
distance between the plants prevents the natural way of polli-
ration, confributing 1o many cycads becoming endangersd. A

ji1)

few of the endangered and rare cyead species are mentioned
here, The rafest cycad in the world 2 a South African cycad,
Encephalarios woadii. Only male specimens of this plant are
Known, which meaans that it is not able'io produce seeds.
Howsver, cycads can also reproduce by means of suckers
that grow from the base of the stem.

Encephalartos fatifrons, is another rare South African cycad

and in 1993 conservationists esfimated that only between 100
10200 plants still ekisted In the wild. The first director of the
Kirstenbosch Botanic Garden, Proi H H'W Pearson,wrote in
1916:"This species appears to be on the verge of extinction. it
is only known 1o oceur in two localities, In which the plants are
now very hard to find,™ The small number of £ fatifrons speci-
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A very rare cycad has managed o survive - here the cables that
help to anchor the plant in its origina! habitat are cut

mens which existed then, have
all found their way 1o collec-

! tions in South Africa and

. abroad, despite the fact that the
species has bean a declarad
endangered species in the
Cape Province for a long time.
Even those protected on land
belonging 10 the Forestry
Department, were stolen. Forall
practical purposes, this species
has become extinet In nature-at
this stage

One often hears from arrogant
multi-millionaires who are
eycad smugglers, who have
remowved appraximately a thard
of ther most rarest species from
- the veld, and who then claim
that they'have done it to save the species from extinction.

=

The Encephalartos
Altensteinii ol 1he
Eastern Cape

Encephalarios paucidentatus, E. (sevifolius and E. heenanil
are also three very scafce cycad species. In-a survey that was
done during 1885, it was found that fewer than 500 plants

existed in the wild, The inaccessibifity of the terrain where they

‘grow naturally s no deterrant to poachers, as they even hire

heficopters ia remove mature specimens. This species is con-
sidered fo be endangered and close to extinction,

Encephalarios aemulans is a species that has been collected
long befors it has besn botanically described and can be
found in private collections. Plants-have even-been collected
from protected sites and for that reason information abowd
locality is kept sacret to protect the plants. While ona popula-
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