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“ g nvinonment” melers 5o water, sall and 2 and the
Cirisraciion bevwecn these resolires ang all
IEants arut other lving creaiules. ACL 107 of 1658
stalesthal “eftarinment mezns the siroundings Within which
Rumans exstand are meds up Githa land, watsfand the
aﬂ‘nu@pﬂa’amlm G3rth; mESro-organisms, plant 3nd animal

" The Soufh Akican Consenafon Act 73 of dafines
mwnrm'-en! &5 The aggregets ol sumiunding hjsets. condi-
tiens and influences thatinfuence the e ana hatels sl feopie
ar-g@ny: othar (rgamsm . Uien peoDlsdescrbs mﬁmnma'l tal
Crime a8 3 wtirmless crime s thi criminal Pr.‘ljnri; arr—: not le-
elled at specihic indiicuais. But in fact all [iving ﬂ'lmes,
inciuding future gateraiions, afe vichins ofervironmarital
B"'IT'E

I tle-artioiewe Wik not ba fotussnd on poliuticn, bus on the
consenvatdon of plahts ang in panicular cyeads) Copsanamion
of fauma e flora species 5 andicressingly ICpical = on-
trovarsial i5sto. both on a nalional and intematonal level.
Dezpitp tho concaned affers of indspandant Srganizstons,
Gavemment and private ndividusks; many species fsoe the
Inewmiabla prospect of extinchon due 6 environmental dlegimn-
HEtion and the threat of the |t£:u_.:1l Lrade in wildhfe and wﬂdu'c
Progducis
Iratficking invanous forms of South Aftican wildlife suchas
shalone, Birds, cyeads and rhina horn has boon INNilrased by .
nimanissd-cime syndicales wWho make: huge profils from
smugning thess products an intamatidnad markets & iz notd

in erdangered end protecied specizs has unigus characiens

tcewhich provide & formidable chailengs to law amiorcameangs ﬂlm uscﬂr lh.at makes prdling-

and Corsenalion olficals.

Trafficking i protectso fors and ‘auna niayhe the resoll of
EOCI-QUONDITIC need and govarn . Rural peopla who naya ng
N ard wivn 00 hungry vy gay edgily Decomes ioNeds
in the llegzl frading of plant and wildlife products. The
demand for corin pEmnt arEmais-or anidal end piant peod
uets znd the huge monatany rewards of this il &oal trads-maks
it ILitratone for midny individisbs fo smiggle these prodocts
The dicratvensss of the (llogal trade in these products is e
deqt from the many orpanized oimp Tersons speciaising in
the =rugoling and trading of protected Te.uni s Sora in
Gouth Aftfca and the rest of Altcs,

The siavchise of slephanis and rhiros-by snimal ooecHnE
easily trews putiic aftention, but plant pmmmv.rhu A
Wreaking hawoc with thelr shoves draa Itfieor no artenticn.
And-no-athir group of plants s Baing plundored more mmﬂ'y
than Gveads

CYCADS - MIRACLE PLANTS

Peopie somshmes aferio Cycads as king foosEs™ These
plants dale backio fhe Jumas==c patind Simos1 300 million
yaars aoo-and it is Tokevad 1hal hﬂm{‘mmus CiNasaUrs such
24 Sletocais and Igl.am-uunn fpt oy fig Realhory eaies. We
know that cyceils sristed during that parod bs::aus&mmn of«
them have been presersed ey fonsils:

Alhough thesepieiuisionc planis ﬂ'lﬁ'lf Em =
trees r'.'-m: surivsd Several exd
the waorld's plants and animals s tarever, ey are
bécgming more rars.de Hﬁym-ﬁ rothar wave of axinc
tiomi» posmiching. Cyrands a??!f Hﬂd in seven] feis of the
wirld, batthe biggest congeniration of the Encephalerios
group of cycads umﬂln Lith Africa.

many of
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b mik ogeurfor aseed to be

s El:.-_ﬂme:l gt hyspecial bes-
EAEY 10 ashimane e extant of lkegad trafficking.ir wildidt o5 the lEe.: When ﬂdt.-lt yCars Are
number of known ceses s gLy '-,er'_.r v, Thelll=gal racing™ mgq..gd from ihg
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South Africais D;:u#:nrlha richeslareas i 1o world for Seeahs
25 30 cifferent ovcad scedies are loind here. some of them
6 highly endangeregd. The posching of ycads: hias atarays
beewns @ sadiois pioblé, Even the more common cycads aro
Being posched which can resultin common't '}l:;:'.‘ls l:ll today,
becoming the rare cycads of tomonow, “Living fos=i=" are
even “hidnapped” from botanical and prvats gandans,

CYCADS AT RISK e .
Ir an Agrf TV programmes that was hepadpast on 12 July 2003
It was esidk that of the 38 oycad sperias that oocur in Souh
Aftice, 15 speches are crikically erdangensd, 1 is omcialy |
recoanist a2 being extinct while another 51406 spacies am
oDl edines - thay JUst haven't been recognisadiand.
acknowisdgad 25 eqct. On 15 Seoiember 2002, s Mait &
Quardian reportad thal twa mare cycad species have hecwnrrqa %
extingt in the' past 2 years according Io data from the Stk -
Africsn kational Biodiversity mslitute [Sanbi). s

POLLINATION OF THE OLDEST SEED PLANTS
Cycads e gemnesnerms which meansz hat they, sre core-
beadreg, ke pne ffees, Somellmes peopie confuss oycads
with palm trees ard trea foms besause of ther keaf shape, bl
they aro-not rolated 1o theso plants, Gycacs have bath male
and famzle plante 3ng: pollinaton (he Tansier of polion from
the male phant 1o the famalke)

peoautsd. Palination in Sycans

wild. bioger
gaEps bvterae) trale and femaks

on mare drficult, Withaot pali

nafon, ne fariie 50005 ars oro-
e &g mﬁa@dﬂﬂga Al
YoE piace the “ald
wmds o&i‘} oy s G
“:“-3'“'% :
Wrmml rﬂ‘ﬁhﬁfﬁ ,J.! s Tho toad ol @n md.gm:n.:s
um'ﬂ ME CyCad — M0 WEES Can be seen
ﬂ.ﬂﬂ
snec'ﬁ rigat éé
Stucks have chio
ral pollination ;
male ant it quite close to
each othar U Mwbamdwrﬂa'iio
SUTh A0 axEert I i uial patinaten goos not
occur alal ron felance” snd the long dis-
lEnoes e plants means Bt radunal
pollin paTno ke place, Thés iz whers

Al pdlﬁ-ﬁm has: to playan imponast role. Persannel

from naturs consarvalion have to Belp With This proc=ss._ to
enzurs at aur oRSPANGE can Bee cycads inihe wild one day.
Bul ihis i= ot slways possible s cones sometimes only oovar
eveny 15 years; and r‘IFﬁ:u"l rale’and femals Sones sre ot
Ehway3 availanle ot the sjrrru tme.

Cycads ate highly prized ormamenta p1.'antg it Lk My
yaars o grew from seed; Dﬁpmdmg o fhe species (hes are
ovar? Speckes a5 wek], BolEnt S m o 4 m el colid be 400

yiars ol Soii plants offy Bfows 1 o bt year decendng.
o the —H-l:'.Jnﬁla"IG'ﬁE . s
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Mol only di Eyrads i s eritaiicered whsh emoving: e
therm from their hetiral Habstata the insects wha five on dhem _,..~'
aisg ‘aaaeﬁnmm. Mm:.r IMEEEES NEYE & Sontal tﬁahnmhh} F




