Cycads and the Threatened or Protected Species (TOPS) Regulations
This flow diagram is only an aid to help cycad owners in the selection of the correct TOPS permits and must be read in conjunction with the TOPS Regulations and the Guidelines for the Implementation of TOPS document. Both are available on the webpages of The Cycad Society of South Africa at www.cycadsociey.org or The Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism (DEAT) at www.deat.gov.za .

Please take note that trade with artificially propagated specimens of critically endangered or endangered Encephalartos species may continue until such date as determined by the Minister by notice in the Gazette, after which trade will only be allowed if provided for in a Biodiversity Management Plan that was approved by the Minister in terms of section 43 of the Act.
Cycad permit flow diagram.








Attachment 1
Telephone list of the provincial DEAT TOPS issuing offices
Eastern Cape = 043 7411 994

Freestate = 051 400 9527

Gauteng = 011 355 1225

Kwazulu Natal = 033 845 1968

Limpopo = 015 295 9300

Mapumalanga = 013 759 5329

Northern Cape= 053 807 4800

North West = 018 389 5331

Western Cape = 021 6593418
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No


If you at any stage want to perform any of the abovementioned restricted activities on a once-off basis, you must apply for an ordinary TOPS permit, in addition to having your TOPS possession permit, allowing the restricted activity.


For example:


 If you are pollinating, growing or removing suckers from your cycads you must apply for a permit  allowing these restricted activity.


If you intent on selling/giving/donating some of abovementioned artificially propagated cycads you must apply for the necessary permit allowing these restricted activity.


If you move from one property to the next in the same province you must apply for a permit allowing this restricted activity.


If you move from one province to the next you must apply for a Provincial export and import permits and a TOPS transport permit.


If you don’t perform any restricted activity with your cycads, but someone else does, then you must give them a written consent. This person must attach this consent with his application when he applies for a TOPS permit to perform restricted activities with listed threatened species.




















 





No


No further permits required, unless your possession permit expires or you acquire new indigenous cycads in which case you must make the necessary changes to or renew your possession permit with the conservation authority.





No/Uncertain


Contact your local conservation authority to help you identify your cycad.


Send a picture to one of the Cycad Society of South Africa’s council members whose e-mail addresses is available at www.cycadsociety.org that will be willing to help with the identification if possible. 


If the answer is still no, then you don’t need to apply for a TOPS permit.
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No
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Do you own an indigenous cycad belonging to the genuses of Encephalartos or Stangeria? 


. 








Yes


Then you must apply to your local conservation authority for a TOPS possession permit.


See Attachment 1 for list of local conservation offices.


Remember that you have to apply for every single cycad, even seedlings. 


If the seedlings are too small to be identified, then you add it on your application list under unknown Encephalartos species. Once they reach an identifiable size you need to make the required changes to your possession permit.


Do you perform any restricted activities, other than possession?





Yes


You must register as a nursery, and apply for a TOPS standing permit.


See Annexure 2 for applicant information required.


If you perform restricted activities on someone else’s property, you must get a written consent and attach this with your application if the restricted activity is with listed threatened species. 


Nursery possession permit book will only be issued once the applicant has registered his nursery. This authorizes a person to buy threatened or protected species from the registered nursery and for such person to convey and keep it in his or her possession for a period specified on the permit.   





No


No further permits required, unless your possession permit expires or you acquire new indigenous cycads in which case you must make the necessary changes to or renew your possession permit with the conservation authority.





Yes


Do you perform any of the following restricted activities on a regular (ongoing) basis for commercial purposes?


Gathering/plucking/collecting


Conveying/moving/translocation


Growing/breeding/propagating


Selling/buying/receiving/giving/ donating.


International import, export or re-export.
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